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I have a more personal note. First of

all, I am delighted to be able to salute
those constituents that have stayed
steady on the forefront, insisting that
space exploration and human space
shuttle is for everyone. But let me pay
tribute to a neighbor and friend, Ron
McNair, and I guess it was that time
when that tragedy occurred that we
began to understand that you do not
take space exploration for granted, and
that is why I am such a strong advo-
cate for safety and for the dollars.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to join-
ing my colleagues and insisting on an
added amount of dollars to ensure that
we can do science in space; that the
module gets completed, even though we
are looking to the Italians; that seven
people can be in space; and that, God
forbid, we do not even think about an
unsafe journey for the men and women
who have offered themselves on behalf
of this Nation.

This is a tribute to the many men
and women and all those who have
gone before us, and I am proud to stand
here as a member of the Committee on
Science and join the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. LAMPSON) to pay this trib-
ute, but also to say to America, we
have choices to make. We are fighting
about education dollars, health dollars,
but I believe we can invest in Amer-
ica’s future by continuing our space ex-
ploration and making sure that the
dollars are well spent. Less for tax cut,
and more for investment. If we do that,
we will get the kind of return that we
need to have.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to work-
ing with Senate in getting more dollars
to ensure that we have the kind of
human space flight program, the un-
manned program, the science program,
the Earth program, and we begin to de-
velop successful stories and successful
ventures for this country and this
world.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. ROHRABACHER addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
LANGEVIN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. LANGEVIN addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. ENGEL addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BENTSEN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BENTSEN addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

COMPREHENSIVE ELECTION
REFORM LEGISLATION NEEDED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WATERS) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
open a discussion on election reform.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, as chair
of the Democratic Caucus Special Com-
mittee on Election Reform, I stand be-
fore Congress today to urge this body
to respond to the unrelenting public
outcry for comprehensive election re-
form legislation.

Election reform is an issue that tran-
scends all partisan politics. The right
to vote is the very cornerstone of our
democracy. Earlier this year I was hon-
ored to be appointed by the gentleman
from Missouri (Mr. GEPHARDT) House
minority leader, to chair the U.S.
House of Representatives Democratic
Caucus Special Committee on Election
Reform. I am very pleased to be joined
on that committee by a prestigious
group of representatives, including the
ranking members of the Committee on
House Administration and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. As a matter of
fact, many of those on that committee
may serve as speakers here today.

The goal of our committee is to en-
sure the integrity of the election proc-
ess while increasing voter confidence
and participation. While the Florida
experience is still fresh in our mind,
this committee has begun a thorough
review of nationwide voting practices
and election laws in an effort to restore
the confidence of the American people.

We anticipate that our committee
will propose legislation designed to
serve our goals, identify key areas
where uniform national standards may
be appropriate, and make recommenda-
tions to Congress on the implementa-
tion of changes at the State and local
levels.

On April 2, 2001, we held our first
hearing in Philadelphia, the cradle of
American democracy, and we learned
firsthand from Philadelphia voters that
when their names were not found on
precinct rosters, they were forced to
have to travel to police stations to see
a judge to determine if they could vote.

Many voters confronted with this
form of provisional voting ended up not
voting at all, because they were intimi-

dated by the idea of having to go to a
police station or because it was just a
logistical nightmare.

At our second hearing in San Anto-
nio, Texas on April 20, we heard testi-
mony from registered voter Mrs. Car-
men Martinez who was denied her right
to vote in the November elections be-
cause her name had been erroneously
purged from state voter polls. The
Texas Secretary of State who also tes-
tified explained that Texas’ practice of
purging voter rolls resulted in 750,000
voters removed from the polls last
year. In Texas names are purged from
voter rolls as a result of confirmation
notices mailed by county registrars
which are returned as undeliverable or
indicating a return of address.

However, Mrs. Martinez explained
that she had never lived at any other
address since the day she registered to
vote.

On Saturday our committee will
travel to Chicago, Illinois, where more
ballots were discarded in the last elec-
tion than in any other major city in
the country. A hand-examination of
the 123,000 discarded ballots found that
the number one reason for the un-
counted ballots was faulty ballot
punches.

We recognize that in many States
they are indeed in the process of ap-
proving reforms to their election sys-
tems. Most of these reforms relate to
modernizing outdated voting equip-
ment and machinery. The committee
applauds these efforts to upgrade from
punch card or lever voting systems to
touch screen or optical scan systems,
and we support these reforms.
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But technological advances in voting
equipment alone will not solve all of
the problems of our electoral process.
The committee intends to thoroughly
examine issues relating to poll worker
recruitment and training, national
holidays or time off for voting, uniform
voting standards, absentee voting, and
standardized recount and vote certifi-
cation procedures. Particular attention
needs to be focused on issues relating
to voter disenfranchisement, like the
purging of voter rolls, voter identifica-
tion requirements, provisional bal-
loting, voter education, ballot design,
sensitivity to poorly educated voters,
and voters with disabilities, voting
rights and voter intimidation issues.
These issues have a disproportionate
effect on voters in minority commu-
nities. We are monitoring civil rights
lawsuits that have been filed in Cali-
fornia, Florida, Illinois and St. Louis
among others involving many of these
issues.

Equally important is the disenfran-
chisement of overseas military per-
sonnel. Congress is uniquely situated
to implement uniform standards to en-
sure that American men and women
serving overseas have their voices
heard in our elections. Similar reforms
must be adopted for other U.S. citizens
living abroad. Congress must indeed
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